Pilvi Takala
11 January – 26 March 2017

Preview: 10 January
6.30 – 8.30pm

Pump House Gallery presents an exhibition expanding on The Committee, a 2013 project
presented at Frieze London Art Fair by artist Pilvi Takala. In this project, Takala invited a
group of children who were regulars at a London youth centre to spend £7,000 prize
money that she had been awarded in any way they wished.
Free to choose how they would spend this money, the children decided to design and
produce a custom-made bouncy castle called “Five Star Bouncy House”, which could be
used by them and hired out to raise funds for the youth centre.
As part of the project Takala produced a video where the children explain the process of
how they decided to spend the prize money- discussing the process of decision-making
and the values that guided them. For the project at Pump House Gallery, Takala returns
more than three years later to interview the children- since then the youth centre has
been forced to close due to funding cuts.
In her complex and rich practice Takala confuses the space of exactly what the work is,
whether a performance, a video, a sculpture or the space left behind after one of her
interactions. Takala’s work sits between a serious investigation and playful agitation of
social and political structures. Using disguise to engage and negotiate different social
terrains, she reveals unspoken rules within systems of culture.

As part of the exhibition the “Five Star Bouncy House” will be erected on weekends when
the weather permits. In our Project Space there will also be a drop in participatory
activity designed by the artist Emma McGarry. For more information please see the
gallery website .

Notes to editors:
The Committee (2013), was a project produced for the Emdash Award as part of Frieze
London Art Fair.
Takala (b. 1981) lives and works in Berlin. 2016 solo exhibitions include: Pilvi Takala,
Kunsthal Aarhus, Denmark; Pilvi Takala, CCA Glasgow, Scotland. 2016 groups exhibitions
include: Manifesta 11, Zurich; Bucharest Biennial 7; Detail ist alles, Kunstahlle Mainz.

Future exhibitions: Pavla and Lucia Sceranková, 12 April – 11 June 2017
Pump House Gallery, Battersea Park, London SW11 4NJ. Telephone 020 8871 7572.
Email: info@pumphousegallery.org.uk. Opening hours: Wednesday - Sunday 11am 4pm. Closed Monday and Tuesday between exhibitions. Admission free. For more
information see www.pumphousegallery.org.uk
Pump House Gallery is a public contemporary exhibition space housed in a
distinctive four story Grade ll* listed Victorian tower by the lake in Battersea Park.
The pump house tower was built in 1861 to contain a coal-fired steam engine house,
water pump and cast iron tank to feed water from the Thames to an artificial rock
cascade in the nearby lake and water plants in the Park. After a fire in the 1950s, which
destroyed the windows and the original roof, the building fell into disrepair and
eventually became derelict. After renovation the building opened as an
interpretation centre in 1988 and following further development became Pump
House Gallery in 1999, presenting a year round programme of contemporary visual
art. Collaboration and participation are at the heart of its programme.
Pump House Gallery has presented a year-round programme of contemporary visual
art since 1999 including most recently, Developer, a site-specific installation in the
Battersea Park Mirror pools by Samara Scott, and Each fighting its own little battle in happy
ignorance a group exhibition based on the Graham Greene novel It’s a Battlefield in
2016. The gallery is operated by Enable Leisure & Culture on behalf of Wandsworth
Council. www.pumphousegallery.org.uk

Battersea Park is a 200 acre, Grade ll* listed Victorian park formally opened in 1858,
one of many intended to improve living conditions for those living in the city.
During both wars, the park was utilized by the military to protect London, shelters
were dug, allotments were created and a pig farm was set up. After the Second World
War in 1951, thirty-seven acres were developed to form the Festival Pleasure Gardens.
In 1986 when Wandsworth Council became responsible for the park, there were
serious signs of neglect and much needed improvements restored and recreated the
most significant Victorian and Festival features. In 2011 the Winter Garden designed
by Dan Pearson was opened.
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200521/battersea_park/266/battersea_park
Enable Leisure & Culture, delivering services on behalf of Wandsworth Council.
About Enable Leisure & Culture
Enable enriches lives and strengthens communities through leisure and culture.
Enable Leisure & Culture is a company limited by guarantee, applying for charitable
status and is partner to Wandsworth Council’s commitment to deliver first class
leisure and culture services. As a Public Service Mutual, it is a form of social
enterprise that manages and delivers the arts, bereavement services, parks, sports
facilities, events, the film office, public halls and Putney School of Art and Design
across Wandsworth on behalf of Wandsworth Council.
For further information visit www.enablelc.org
For the latest updates and news follow on twitter @enablelc and @PumpHouseGal

